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Protecting Groundwater from Pesticides
Pesticide Information Leaflet No. 9

�� 
��
<�
%�$
�����

�

������
�$
���������
�������
�
���
����������
��
	����

+������
=���
;335

Once thought to be safe from contamination, groundwater is now a threatened resource.
Recharge areas often lie close to the surface and may be significantly affected by agricultural,
residential, or industrial activities. Once contaminated, groundwater is difficult or impossible to
clean. Pesticide users, from commercial operators treating large acreages to homeowners
treating their lawns, can take the protective measures discussed in this leaflet to prevent
contamination of our water resources.

BEFORE APPLICATION

Identify the vulnerability of the site�
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Evaluate the need for a pesticide�
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Choose a pesticide less likely to leach�
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Evaluate the method and frequency of
pesticide application�
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Check the well system�
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Monitor weather conditions�
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DURING APPLICATION

Read and follow label directions�
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Apply the pesticide at the right time�
&�%��
���������
��
���
��"�����
��
��� 
���

�������� 
�����
��
������
�
�

���
����B�
����

� ����
����:
���
��(��
���
��:
 
��
�
��� 

�

��������
�'�����
�
�
�
����

�
�����	�

Use the correct rate�
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Mix only the amount needed for the job�
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Calibrate and maintain equipment�
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Avoid back-siphoning and spills�
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Direct the application properly�
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Avoid drift�
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Avoid application to bare ground�
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Consider using spray additives�
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Dispose of excess spray according to label
directions�
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Exercise care with irrigation and
chemigation�
�������
����
��
���
(�
����
�����	
�����	���
�$
��
���
����	���
�
%����

�� 
���� 
����������
�
%�
���
�	�
���
�
��

���

	�
���%�����
&
��
����	�����
���
����


�

��
��
�
���������
�C
,�A
��
������
�:

�
�������	
���
��������
��D����
�
�"���?

����
%���
���
����	���
�
����0
;�A
�
����:

�����
(��%���
���
����	���
�
����
���
���

�
���

�
��D����
�0
5�A
�
������
(���:��

(�����
���
����:
�����0
���
/�A
�
�
%?

��������
�����
(�����
���
����:
������

AFTER APPLICATION

Store pesticides safely�
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Dispose of pesticides and containers safe-
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Maintain records of pesticide use�
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Use care with irrigation after pesticide
applications�
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