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Private Applicators
Initial Certification

Private Applicators must pass awritten
examination on core materia plus one speciaty
(Field and Forage Crops, Fruit, Tobacco,
Vegetables, Nursery and Landscape
Ornamentals, Turf, Greenhouse Ornamentas,
and Wood Preservation). To help the
gpplicator prepare for the exam, Extension
Agents (and Regiona Specidists) offer cer-
tification training sessons according to need in
their county or region. The purpose of the
training sesson istwo-fold: 1.) to review
important concepts, and 2.) to familiarize the
goplicator with the format of the certification
exam. A Traner's Guide has been prepared
for Agentsto follow in training sessonsto
ensure consstency of programs throughout the
sate. However, Agents may add to this base
level of training at their own discretion.  Subject
matter of the training session is based on the

Core Manua and Specialty Manuals.
Attending the training sesson cannot
substitute for reading the Core Manud and
gppropriate sections of the Speciaty Manual!

It isthe Agent's respongiility to notify the
Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) of
scheduled training dates, and to reserve aroom
for the certification exam to be given by a
MDA Inspector on a date acceptable to both.
Training sessons should be scheduled
approximately one week in advance of the
certification exam to dlow applicators sufficient
time to review on their own between the
session and the exam.  Attendance at these
training sessionsis optional for the applicator,
and an gpplicator may choose to attend in any
county or on any date he/shechooses. A
private applicator may retake the exam as
many times as necessary. Upon passing the
exam with agrade of 70% or above, the
applicator will be assessed a $7 fee by MDA.
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Recertification

Private applicators must be recertified every
third year in order to continue to be able to
purchase and apply Restricted Use Pesticides.
They may accomplish thisby 1.) retaking the
initid certification exam, or 2.) atending one
MDA -approved recertification training sesson
within the last year of the certification period.
The object of recertification sessonsisto
provide gpplicators with new information on
pest control, health and environmental safety,
technology, and changesin regulations. There-
fore, atendance at training sessons for initia
catification will not satisfy the requirements for
recertification.

The Maryland Cooperative Extension
Service (MCES) has reached an agreement
with the MDA on guiddines for recertification
training sessons. If these guidelinesare
adhered to, such sessonswill be
consider ed acceptableto MDA, and
Agents may bypass the usual requirement
of submitting a program to MDA at least
two weeks prior to the session to request
approval. Theguiddinesare asfollows:

1. A minimum of 2 hours of training in some
combination of the following subjects:

C new laws, regulations, and policies
concerning pedticides (NOTE: This
subject must be covered. Agentswill
be kept informed of topics that must be
covered in this section through MDA
updates and through

inrsarvicetraining. Attendance at
such inrsarvice training will qudify the
Agent for recertification in Category
10.)

C  pedicide safety -- human hedlth
(acute and chronic hazards,
toxicology, use of protective clothing,
etc.)

C pedicide safety -- environmental
concerns (wildlife hazards, drift, con-
tamination of surface and/or ground-
water, effects on nontarget organisms,
endangered species protection, €tc.)

C pedtbiology (identification, life cydes,
damage recognition, development of
resistance, etc.)

C  control drategies (pesticides,
biocontrol, use of resstant varieties,
etc.)

C  application technology (techniques,
cdibration, equipment care, €tc.)

C integrated pest management
(techniques, monitoring, thresholds,
etc.)

C sorage and disposal of pesticides

Some form of accountability must be built
into thesetraining sessons. An applicator
must attend at least 2 hours of the session
to become recertified.



3. After the recetification training sesson, the
Agent isresponsible for providing MDA
with:

C acopy of the program, and

C anatendance form, sgned by the
Agent, and listing the date and location
of the recertification sesson. The form
should include the printed name,
address, and Socia Security number of
each attendee.

A file on each certified private applicator,
designating which training sessons were
attended, will be maintained by MDA. The
goplicator will be notified by MDA of the
impending certification expiration dete. He/she
will beinformed of whether the training
requirement has been met as well as how and
when to mail in the recertification fee. Each
county MCES office will o recaive
notification of the names and addresses of
gpplicatorsin that county needing to be
recertified within the yeer.

In addition to MCES-sponsored
recertification training sessons, any business or
private concern may offer such training, subject
to approva by MDA. The requirements for the
session will be the same as those listed above.
However, number 1. a (laws and regulations)
must be covered by a MCES Agent or
Specidigt, or by aMDA representative. This
person must remain throughout the sesson to
determine that the guiddines are followed, and
that at least two hours of appropriate materia
are actualy presented.

Commercial Applicators
Initial Certification

The Commercia Applicator must passa
core examindion plus an examindion in each of
the categories appropriate to the specific type
of pest control he/she performs. There are no
regularly offered MCES-sponsored training
sessonsfor initid certification of Commercid
Applicators.

A fee of $65 covers certification in the
core plus one category; an additional $25feeis
assesad for each additional category. The
goplicator will be billed for the gppropriate
amount upon passing the exam. An gpplicator
may retake the exam as many times as
necessary, but a $10.00 fee is assessed at the
time of retesting.

Recertification

The Commercid Applicator must recertify
each year by 1.) attending an MDA -gpproved
recertification session, or 2.) retaking the
certification exam. Notethat training
programsfor commer cial applicators must
be submitted to MDA for prior approval
before they may be advertised as
recertification sessions. Thisrule applies
even to programsthat clearly meet the guide-
lines, asfollows:

1. Theminimum number of hours of
recertification training required is
dependent upon the category as follows:

C Categoriesl, 2,3,6,7,and8--3
hours minimum.



C  Other categories-- asdetermined on a C  control drategies (pesticides,
case-by-case basis by MDA. biocontrol, use of resstant varieties,
etc.)
2. Topicsareto be drawn from some
combination of the following: C application technology (techniques,
cdibration, equipment care, €tc.)

C newlaws regulations, and palicies

concerning pedticides (NOTE: This C  integrated pest management
subject must be covered.) (techniques, monitoring, thresholds,
etc.)

C pedticide safety -- human hedth (acute
and chronic hazards, toxicology, use of C sorage and disposa of pedticides
protective clothing, etc.)

3. Some form of accountability must be built

C pedicide safety -- environmental into these training sessons. An agpplicator
concerns (wildlife hazards, drift, con- must attend the minimum number of hours
tamination of surface and/or ground- required in his’her category in order to
water, effects on nontarget organisms, become recertified.

endangered species protection, etc.)

C  pedt biology (identification, life cycles
damage recognition, development of
resistance, etc.)



